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Ohio State’s annual Bucks for Charity Drive is coordinated by the Offi ce of 

Human Resources. This year’s campaign is chaired by Gene Smith, assistant 

vice president and director of athletics, and co-chaired by Karen A. Bell, 

associate vice president of arts and culture.
hr.osu.edu/special/bucksforcharity
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The campaign runs fro
m Oct. 6 through Dec. 12, 2008

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Attention Ohio State University faculty and staff on the Columbus 

campus! Help support your favorite local charitie
s by participating 

in the 2008 Bucks for Charity Drive.

Offering you an opportunity to support:

nt 

With one in four people diagnosed with a mental illn
ess, 

such as depression or bipolar disorder, it’s
 no surprise that a 

central Ohio organization formed to help this constitu
ency 

would continue to be in high demand since its f
ounding 25 

years ago.

COVA — the Center for Vocational Alternatives — gives 

people with mental illn
esses a chance to stand on their own by 

partnering with businesses willin
g to provide them with jobs. 

Known as integrative community employment, it’s
 the notion 

that someone with mental illn
ess and in recovery can hold 

down a job successfu
lly — and having a job, in fact, can 

contribute mightily to that person’s well-being.

“People now know that work is a part of sta
ying healthy 

and is one of the best early treatment interventions when a 

person has a mental illn
ess,” said Judy Braun, COVA founder 

and president.

COVA has gone from a $40,000 grant at its 
beginning to a 

$4.4 millio
n budget and 60 staff who serve 2,500 people a 

year. But government funding, which is a large portion of 

COVA’s budget, is 
being cut because of the economic down-

turn. The problem is compounded because the economic 

downturn also means COVA will lik
ely see more people come 

through its d
oors over the next year.

“We’re not losing money because of lack of performance, 

but the state has had to make cutbacks,” Braun said. “Also, we 

rely on county property tax levies, and with the real estate 

crisis w
e’re in, we’re seeing a decline. It p

uts us in an even 

tougher situ
ation.”

That’s w
hy campaigns lik

e Ohio State’s Bucks for Charity 

is so
 important to COVA and the many other organizations 

that depend on public generosity. The Bucks for Charity goal 

this year is $
1.25 millio

n, and OSU employees can choose to 

support any of more than 300 not-for-profit o
rganizations in 

central Ohio.

The campaign runs through Dec. 12 and more informa-

tion can be found at hr.osu.edu/special/bucksforcharity.

Adam King

COVA: A necessary 

lifeline for improved 

mental health

See COVA, page 4

 Community Health Charitie
s

of Ohio

 Community Shares of Mid Ohio

 Earth Share of Ohio

 The United Negro College Fund/

UNCF

 United Way of Central Ohio

 United Way of Delaware County

 United Way of Fairfi e
ld County

 United Way of Licking County

 United Way of Pickaway County

 United Way of Union County

Judy Braun, right, president of COVA, and 

Mike Keffer, COVA benefits sp
ecialist, a

ccept 

the Lilly 
Reintegration Award for COVA’s role 

in helping individuals with mental illness.

COVA is based in Clintonville and has field offices 

in Delaware and Lancaster.

onCampus
The Ohio State Uni vers i t y Facul t y Sta f f  Newspaper	 SPECIAL SECTIONS

Continuing Education Guide: July 16 
Space deadline: July 1
Artwork deadline: July 7

Buckeye Fever Section: Aug. 13
(for advertisers who want to show their OSU spirit)
Space deadline: July 29
Artwork deadline: Aug. 4

The Guide: Sept. 17
(annual resource Guide for faculty/staff)
Space deadline: Aug. 19
Artwork deadline: Aug. 26

Fall Arts Guide: Sept. 17
(included in annual resource Guide)
Space deadline: Aug. 19
Artwork deadline: Aug. 26

Homecoming Section: Oct. 8
Space deadline: Sept. 23
Artwork deadline: Sept. 29 

Bucks for Charity insert: Nov. 5
Space deadline: Oct. 21
Artwork deadline: Oct. 27

Holiday Guide: Nov. 19
Space deadline: Nov. 4
Artwork deadline: Nov. 10

Winter Arts Guide: Jan. 7, 2010
Space deadline: Dec. 11
Artwork deadline: Dec. 17

Continuing Education Guide: March 4
Space deadline: Feb. 17
Artwork deadline: Feb. 23

2009-10 Schedule

Spring Arts Guide: March 18 
Space deadline: March 3
Artwork deadline: March 9

Campus-area Restaurant Guide: April 8
Space deadline: March 24
Artwork deadline: March 30

Health & Wellness Guide: April 22
Space deadline: April 7
Artwork deadline: April 13

Summer Events Guide: May 6
Space deadline: April 21
Artwork deadline: April 27

The onCampus Green Guide: May 20
Space deadline: May 5
Artwork deadline: May 11

Conferences & Workshops Guide: June 3
Space deadline: May 19
Artwork deadline: May 25


